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1. Introduction

| once knew a boy, whose idea of an ideal day was watching a movie on the first day, catching it on
the first show. | once knew a boy who could sit in front of a television 15 feet away and watch a
movie in rapt interest while the world bustled around him. | also knew a boy who could spout Master
Yoda better than he could quote Shakespeare. He was a diehard buff when John Rambo took on the
Vietcong... He remained one when Rambo ventured back into war torn Myanmar.

Say hello to the movie addict that’s in all of us.

Aren’t we are all movie addicts in some sense of the term? Who hasn’t felt the heart-jerk when
Humphrey Bogart gazes at Ingrid Bergman with a "Here's looking at you, kid"; or felt the style punch
with a “The name’s Bond... James Bond”.

The first film came out in 1890’s. The world has been a better place since. The World Wide Web was
born late in 1990. It made the world even better. A single invention which was meant to bring
scientists closer has brought you and me within the reach of a click. Thankfully, the world of
entertainment has jumped on the racing wagon.

Nothing can replace the visual spectacle of a big screen but the mouse and the modem has gifted us
an open ticket to a front row seat in the world of movies. Yesterday, we waited for the visual feast;
today we can pick it from the web.

If you like your two hour highs with popcorn, then this guide is for you.
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2. Getting your fix on the internet

The internet is like a virtual oyster for all our entertainment and information needs. The best thing
about it is that we can choose a film to go with our mood.

We have movies like The Dark Knight in Action,Indiana Jones in Adventure Wall-E in Animation The
Great Dictator in ComedyThe Godfather in Drama,The Blair Witch Project in Horror/Suspenseall of
Harry Potter in Family,Casablanca in RomanceMoulin Rouge in Musicals Star Wars in Sci W
Fi/Fantasy and Jaws in Thriller. These apart, we also get to see standout Foreign Filmgike Seven
Samurai. Another genre that deserves a place in the sun is the Short Filmor Documentary- | hope
you have seen ‘An Inconvenient Truth’.

With our choice made, it takes a few clicks to dive into the world of movies.

2.1 Online meeting places for the moviegoer

Movies are social glue. Like the weather, they are conversation starters. The internet has proved as
effective as your cabal of friends in letting you in on the buzz about the latest all-star cast. Which
movies are worth the dollar? Social networking is an online meet of like-minded individuals and
when the shared interest is movies, there are a whole lot of movie forums, web communities and
social websites which quench out thirst for first hand opinions.

Type in some of these...

The Internet Movie Database [http://www.imdb.com/]

Y0 & T MESEAGE LY
MDD e el wwero ™,

Home | Top Movies | Photos | Independent Film | Summses Movie Guide | Browse | Help Logis  Rsgibar

saarch | Al w R e | i
News Flash = Acting Legend Kad Malden Dead At 97

The site has so much depth that it’s easy to get lost in the sea of information. Sample this, IMDB has
individual message boards for each film genr¢interestingly, the Horrorboard has 40,000+ postings. -
- by far the highest!).

Then there are special boards to discuss specific movies and TV shows, and specific people. According
to IMDB, that’s 1.2 million titles and over 2.7 million people being discussed. Look up your favorite
movie, actor or actress and you will reach a board chatting about it. Would you rather be anywhere
else?

e "I' o) [ [faYg)
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Flixter [http://www.flixster.com/]

Sign Up | Login

L ]
FliXSter v movies reifrends (ST EAET—  C Scarch

m Movies =  Profile = Friends = Meet People - Fun & Games - Watch Now -

If you like movies, you'll love Flixster. m

*’ Rate & share movie reviews @ Take quizzes and play games

@ Compare movie taste with your friends ~ Watch free movies online and more!

It is a very popular hangout for movie lovers. With nearly 15 million unique visitors, the community is
large enough to rival any social networking site. Flixter has lots of features to keep the moviephile
engaged — movie profiles, actors, photos, news, reviews, ratings, previews, quizzes, showtimes and of
course, chit chat. Try out the quizzes for some movie addiction.

Filmaster [http://filmaster.com/]

RATE MOVIES
THE PLANET
FORUM
PROFILE ... ..

Tou are looking at Filmaster | pre-prémieng version | What is it about? | FAQ | Submit a bug.

FILMASTER

A serious site about serious film buffs. It is in a niche of its own. Filmaster is a social network for
movie fans with personalized content (have your own movie blog) and recommendations. It looks
like a thinking man’s Flixter. Rate and review, discuss and suggest. The well-designed website has a
very cultured feel.

Spout [http://www.spout.com/]

SPQUT X

Find movies you'll love

m Movies | People | Groups Reviews | Podcasis | Wews ]

Find miovies by genre Where's Spout today 7

Salset s geare - IE Search Wierst Retalling of a Classic Conbast higoitinpun. com
TEQY wani sgo
Watch Listen Act
Top 5 Trailers. Movie Podcasts
jow Ace Duan of this EinConch

Fubilc Enemess
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Discuss everything from the upcoming Harry Potter to an obscure independent film. Get the dope on
film festivals as they happen around the world. Spout defines what it’s about in four sweeps — Watch
(trailers), Read (new and reviews), Listen (podcasts), Act (write, share and discuss).

Jaman [http://www.jaman.com/]

Discover a World of Film

R T FIND MOVIES
—h

WATCH MOVIES
. -

ko REV

-

Interestingly, Jaman diversifies from mainstream flicks. Here, you can not only discuss independent
and crossover movies (American and International) but can even watch them online. Jaman also has
a blog on upcoming film festivals, movie releases, and Oscar chatter.

- I al | [faVa}
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2.2 Search for movie reviews and views

The thing about opinions is that everyone has one. And movies don’t escape this cliché. Movie
reviews are always a good way to know whether you are going to get a bang for your buck. To know
what’s good, bad or downright ugly about a movie checkout some of these well-known sources for
movie reviews.

The Internet Movie Database [http://www.imdb.com/]

Awards & Reviews 37 Austin Chronicle [Kimberley Jones]

- user camments 33. Baltimore |'I'IE|:|HZi|'IE ”'-'llﬂh I'.""'.'rEiSSI

; Big Picture Big Sound [Karen Dahlstrom]

- The BigScreen Cinema Guide - Reader Reviews
- 41. Brian Orndorf

- User ftat‘” fﬂd 42 Bullz-Eve - Reviews for Guys [David Medsker]
- . . .
Darents guide 43. Christignity Today

- recommendations
- message hoard

44 Cinefacts (German)
45 Cinema Blend [Josh Tyler]
Plot & Quotes 46. CinemaSpy [Kimber Myers]

ECTY S ol s = el 2 S

We mentioned this before; we will keep mentioning it again. If over 57 million people visit this link,
it’s because this is an absolute trove of information on every movie and TV show. And combined with
the next two in the list, that’s all you actually need.

IMDB has a fairly objective review system of weighted averages. The number of votes is mentioned
under user ratings, clicking on which takes us to a page with demographic breakdowns. To get their
opinions, click on user comments or external reviews to get all the good (or vitriolic) word on a
movie. IMDB also has a unique way of giving a recommendation. It compares a movie with others in
its genre on the basis of keywords, user votes, genre and title. IMDB uses these measures to
automatically create a ranking system. The recommendations can be found near the end of the page.
Clicking the Show more recommendatiolfigk takes you to another page where you get more
information including possible show times for the US.

Recommendations for

Hannibal (2001) More & IMDbPro »

How do these recommendations work?

Suggested by the database Showtimes | Available | User
(USs only) |@Amazon |Rating
Sin City (2005) oE | WHS 8.4
Live Free or Die Hard (2007} = ar 7.6
Eed Dragon (2002) = oo [ ws 7.3
The Silence of the Lambs (1991) e | VWHS 8.7
Eambao (2008) B ar 7.3

e "I' o) [ [faYg)
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You can also use the IMDB Recommendsearch box to find a list of similar movies you might like but
its result is more of a list based on the title rather than the plot.

Rotten Tomatoes [http://www.rottentomatoes.com/]

Transformers: Revenge of the Fallen (2009)

T-Meter Critics.. | Top Critics | RT Community | My Critics || My Friends
% TOMATOMETER Reviews Counted: 104
- M Fresh: 41 Rotten: 163
i s B T "““J\} Average Rating: 35710

Consensus. Transionmers: Revenge of the Fallen is a noisy, underplotted, and overdong
special effects edravaganza that lacks a human touch

Rated: PG-13 [Se= Full Rating] Theatrical Release: Jun 24, 2009 Wide
Genre: Acton/ddventure Box Office: 5200077255
Rate this Movie & Synopsis: In the highly-anticipated Transformers: Revenge of the Fallen, debuting June 24, 2009,
0% m Sam Witwicky (Sha LaDeouf) again ping with the Autobots® aganst ther sworn enemies, the
[lore)

3 -W“‘Eﬂ*-’ﬂw“‘W"-“waww@-‘v"“'*‘“‘"“ C N N

If a movie hits the screen, be sure opinions will follow. The name of course, is taken from the age old
act of throwing tomatoes for a bad performance. This site looks at the movies critically through its
‘Tomatometer’. It trawls through a lot of movie reviews on the net and then the website decides if
the movie is positive (‘fresh’-marked by a small icon of a red tomato) or negative (‘rotten’-marked by
a small icon of a green splattered tomato).

The ‘Tomatometer’ is a percentage mix of positive and negative reviews given by an eclectic bunch of
professionals and amateurs. T-Meter Criticgives the voice of professional experts. Top Criticsection
pulls in the views of media outlets like Time and NY Times. The fans pitch in with opinions in the RT
Communitysection. You can create your own ‘panel of critics’ with custom choices in My CriticsAnd
finally, create your own little community by inviting your friends over and sharing thoughts in the My
Friendssection.

Reading both sides of reasoning gives a fair idea of what a movie is all about. Rotten Tomatoes
manages a fair balance between the reviewer and the fan.

Wikipedia [http://www.wikipedia.org/]

Critical reception

The Hangover has received primarily positive reviews. It currently holds a T8% positive response rating on review aggregator Rotten Tomatoes, b
Ebert gave it three and a half stars out of four, stating "Mow this is what I'm talkin’ about. The Hangover is a funny movie, flat out, all the way thre
funmy. Maost of the dialogue is funny almast line by line "™

Box office

On its first day of release, the film drew an estimated 516.5 million on approximately 4 500 screens at 3,269 sites, beating out the big budgeted
release of the weekend — for first day take.!"® Although initial studio projectiens had the Disney/Pixar film Up holding on to the #1 slot for a sec
figures. bolstered by a surprisingly strong Sunday showing, ultimately had The Hangover finishing first for the weekend with 545.0 million. narrow

“"I"IIFII
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Search this online encyclopedia and you are sure to find the complete dope on them. If the movie is
there, it’s a great place to learn more about the cast, crew, plot and the making. A Google search for
a movie will give the Wikipedia entry among the top five results usually. Two sections — Critical
reactionand Box Officeells all about the movie. As Wikipedia information is sourced there are
numerous external references which give us more sources to look at.

Metacritic [http://www.metacritic.com/film/]

El Frinter-Friendly Version A Email This Fage To A Friem "' Discuss This Im Our Forums

Angels & Demons
Columbia Pictures (Sony)

bazed on 36 reviews bazed on 94 votes
Read critic reviews Read user comments
How did we calculate this? Rate thiz movie

All oriti res are converted to a 100-point scale. If a oitic does not indicate a score, we assign a score
based on the general impression given by the text of the review. Learn more. ..
75 Chicago Sun-Times | Roger Ebert

This kind of film requires us to be very forgiving, and if we are, it
promises to entertain. Angels & Demons succesds.
—+ Read Full Review

The Hollywood Reporter | Deborah Young

Plucking the same violent, occult strings as "Da Vinci® while avoiding its

They deal with criticism. It has a scoring system that takes in a cross-section of reviews from a
carefully-screened group of respected critics. Normal viewers are also given equal space. What the
ONMX (i A Qravides éxderBt¥of what the critics said with a link to the wordy source. Critics’
thoughts are color indicated by green, yellow and red. User’s views are also similarly shown along
with what they thought about the movie. Metacritic has a pretty vibrant community forum too.

The Things | Do Er';lmunci;seaf.com
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Spill [http://www.spill.com/]

36 Comments for The Soloist

May 20, 2009 at 12:48AM, said ...
have not seen it yet but robert downey jr makes every movie he i1s in amazing he
is the shit

April 28, 2009 at 6:08AM, said ...

| loved how at the end of this depressing movie they decided to pull a "Slumdog
Millionaire”. All the hobos get together and sing "Hard Knock Life” right there on

LA

skid row. Who knew Robert Downey was such an amazing dancer and so light
on his feet?

April 26, 2009 at 10:19PM, said ...

This movie made my day. Lol@the review

April 26, 2009 at T:13PM, said ...

Hmmm... Spill: The Movie sounds better and better all the time... A movie about
movie reviewers... Mah. LOL

T““W‘“‘“Ma.ﬂ“‘“‘ﬂﬁ«w

Three words - it’s irreverent, it’s blunt and it’s funny. Check out the animated characters with their
take on a movie. This site’s motto is, ‘if it's crap, we will tell you.’

ek anea
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2.3 Get a sneak preview with trailers

Movie trailers are designed to whet your appetite and give you a tantalizing glimpse of what's
coming this summer. The internet is a vast archive of the old and a marketing medium for the new.
For any old film you are planning to download, rent or buy, there’s a short snippet somewhere. For
every new release, there is usually an entire website built around it.

Search, browse and play for your personal curtain raiser at some of these sites. Most sites need you
to have Flash player installed.

Hollywood.com [http://www.hollywood.com/trailers/]

You don’t need a byline to convey what this site is meant to be. It’s right up there as a place to
bookmark with nearly 5 million monthly visits by movie lovers. It is meant to be a serious site for the
inside scoop free from the rag style gossip. Nearly 3500 trailers supported by a clean-cut interface
and an updated Google site search engine is enough for most movie lovers. Get HD trailers, TV clips
and interviews with the who’s who of Hollywood. Also, take a sneak peek at video footages of
premieres happening around the world.

I'A
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TrailerSpy [http://www.trailerspy.com/]

Home Maovie Trailers TV Trailers Game Tralers  Book Trallers  Music Trallers UPLOAD

My Profile | My Videos | My Favorites | My Playlist | My Croup
Sign Ug | Lagin | Help

Search Traillers » Search

TrailerSpy is devoted solely to trailers. The top menu lists trailers covering movies, TV, games, books
and movies. The movie trailer section covers a variety of genres from mainstream to independent.
There’s a section for fan-made trailers too. To search and watch the precise trailer is not too difficult
through tags, categories and the search box. The site also has a community of movie lovers.

Yahoo! Movies [http://movies.yahoo.com/trailers/]

-Y.H_HGO! MOVIES WP Saarch TN SEARCH

MOVIES yhy MY MOVEES

s Thepalia Showitinees & Tekald Coming Soon Pt Galleises Trailers & Chga Sumenar Mavied

TRAILERS & CLIPS

PREMIERES

IM SELECT THEATERS AUGUST 7

Yahoo! Movies is about movie reviews, showtimes and the latest trailers. The site is easy to navigate
with clear graphics and is not cluttered by ads. The trailers and clips archive is a browse-able source
of hundreds of trailers. Yahoo! Movies also gives showtime listings and you can purchase tickets
online (via MovieTickets.com). Yahoo! Movie trailers also come in Deutsch, French, Spanish, Italian
and other languages.

YouTube [hitp://www.youtube.com/]

YouTube does not need an introduction. If there is a video, there’s a high chance it has been
uploaded on the world’s most popular video sharing site. YouTube is an important destination even
though it is not purely a movie trailer site. But if you don’t get it anywhere else, it can be here.

by amne
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THE You Tubé SCRE Er\JHNJ G E’ OO Connecting film

Sundance Directors Lab 1: Getting Started

Also, try out the YouTube Screening Room [http://ytscreeningroom.googlepages.com/home] which

brings you specially chosen films from around the world. You can go behind the scenes and chat up
the people behind these movies.

Comingsoon [http://www.comingsoon.net/]

TOP STORIES
Video Exclusive: The Stars of G.L
Joea!
Duke, Ripcord, Baroness and Scarleft
Takd

Full Trailer for Peter Jackson's
The Lovely Bones!
Opening in theaters on December 11

Will Rain Awaken the Dragon?
Eyed for the Enfer the Dragon remake

Little Red Riding Hood Gets a
Gothic Twist

DiCaprio’s Appian Way is developing
the: progect

V For Vendefta Helmer on Poe
Project
Sl to direct The Raven

Gunsmoke Feature in G.I. JOE: THE RISE OF COEBRA - THE SET VISIT
A MORE STORIES 7 THE FILMING OF THE ADAPTATION AT DOWNEY, CALIFORNI

The Lovely Bones Paper Heart
First look at the trailer for Peler Yl Jazenovec and Johnson en  Head of Productan on the Interview with director hark
Jackszon's adaptation the mockumentary Mouze House's future Hartley

The Things | Do [th makeuseof.com
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Another well put together site which showcases the latest trailers apart from other info.

The above list is just the tip of the iceberg as far as trailer sites go. We have already covered the big
leaguers like IMDB and Rotten Tomatoes. Then there’s Google search which may take you to directly

to the homepage of the movie being released. It’s only the writing constraints that prevent the
mention of many more on the list.

The Things | Do [th makeuseof.com
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2.4 What's playing near you?

The internet delivers movie information faster than you can say — One flew over the cuckoo’s nest.
Movie names, casts, movie schedules or ticket prices, get it all in a blink. Thanks to those websites
which give you localized information just like the town newspaper.

MovieShowTimeMap [http://hurwi.net/map/]

2
131 AMC Loews Metreon 16

{101 Feurth St., San Francisco, CA
(gas) 262-4385
Angels & Demons
10:20am 1:200 4:20 7:20 10:20pm
Drag Me to Hell
10:40am 3:35 9:00pm
Ice Age: Dawn of the Dinosaurs
10:00 18:15am 12:15 1:45 2:45 4:15 5:30 7:00 8:00 9:30 10:30pm
Ice Age: Dawn of the Dinosaurs 3D
10:45 14:45am 1:15 2:15 3:45 4:45 6:30 7:30 $:00 10:00pm
Star Trek
10:10am 1:1004:10 7:10 10:10pm
The Hangowver
11:10am 12:10 1:40 2:40 4:235 5:25 7:05 8:05 9:35 10:35pm
The Proposal
11:25am 1:00 2:00 4:35 6:20 7:05 S:40pm
Transformers Revenge of the Fallen: The IMAX Experience
10:308m Z2:15 6:00 9:45pm
Transformers: Revenge of the Fallen
10:00 11:00am 12:00 12:30 1:30 3:00 2:30 4:00 5:00 6:45 7:15 7:45 8:30 10:15 10:45pm
Year One
11:30am 2:05 £:30 7:25 9:55pm

Q]
luaret Vet Eark o
-and Golores Rark

It’s a Google mash-up tool which gives you the movie schedule with a mouse over. It’s cool because
you just type in your address and just place your mouse over the icons on the Google map.
Unfortunately, it works only for U.S cities.

Read more about it here [http://www.makeuseof.com/dir/movieshowtimemap-find-movie-

showtimes-area/] on MakeUseOf.com

Favorite Theater RSS Feed Generator [http://isnoop.net/rss/theater.php]

Favorite Theater RS Feed Generator

Dio you hawve a favonite thaaber?
This page hamesses the power of Google 1o find theators in your area and generabe an RS feed of the movses curently playing there. The feod will update b indicabe when the:
‘thealer changes ther Ingup o Showhimes

Enter your bocation (ot stale -or- 1ip )
Fiirw ek ]
Tige T codes aon batter # you krow Seem becass Googhy iy s relally for city name geasches

Possred by Google
Pronached by iifase et
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We return to Google but combine it with the power of RSS feeds. This tool uses Google search to find
the showtime lists from nearby theaters and gives you the results courtesy of RSS feeds. Enter your
city, state or zip and RSS feeds keep you in the loop.

More on how RSS can feed the movie addict here [http://www.makeuseof.com/tag/4-rss-feeds-for-

the-movies-addict/].

There’s no ‘theater’ like our own homes. And why should we miss out on a good movie on the boob
tube. So to check if there’s a good movie on the TV today use something like -

LocateTV [http://www.locatetv.com/]

sign in | reqister for free
o i | i/ -
L @'l ﬂ !i'@ i \7 What's On? (L My Picks @ =

Type in the name of a TV show, movie or actor...

| | Search

... and LocateTV will find it for you: On TV, Online and on DVD

Sign up to receive email reminders

for when vour own My Picks list of favourites are an TV

It's a free service which searches for TV program listings. More attuned for the U.S and U.K, results
give you the showtimes of your favorite episodes and movies with its cast, synopsis and whether
they’re available online.

Read more about what’s on LocateTV here [http://www.makeuseof.com/dir/locatetv-film-tv-listings-

search-engine/].

I'A
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3. Set Up Your Own Entertainment

The great thing about the web is that it’s a lot like what Mrs. Gump says,” Life's a box of chocolates,
Forrest. You never know what you're gonna get.”

It’s all to do with the limitless choices we have in the online world. Rich, varied and more often than
not - overflowing. So how do we put together our entertainment? Do | go online or should |
download it and take it with me wherever | go? How do | catch Angelina’s pout without the grainy
print?

Hey, you have questions and the web has answers. So flatten your cushions and as a first let’s try out
the online way.

DISCLAIMER Some websites are legal in the way they source the content from providers such as
Hollywood studios and media channels. They provide these movies/shows through a free
advertisement-supported model or a subscription-based one. Then there are the web services which
lie in the grey area. Distinguishing between the two is a tough call for a viewer. The best way to
avoid illegal watching (and prosecutior§a@ back to your DVD rental library or select a legal online
movie website.

3.1 Watching Stuff Online

A trip to the DVD rent-out is okay, if you are still in the Stone Age (or if you don’t have a good web
connection). Streaming movies to your computer is the new way.

Hulu [http://www.hulu.com/]

nuiu v Movies Logim | Forgot Pasmword? | fagn lp

[y aries H roren Iroil wwarch -

B Most Popular Movies
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Hulu is probably among the well-known free online sites for motion pictures and TV shows. Hulu
comes with the promise of content from places such as NBC, News Corp., Sony, MGM, FX, Sci-Fi
Channel etc. It is slick and uncluttered with easy to follow navigation. The website is Adobe Flash
based and streams at 480Kbps or 700Kbps. Video settings default at 480p though a setting of 360p
for lower bandwidth is available. On the higher side, 720p videos requiring 1,500Kbps speeds for
smooth streaming and high definition experience are also available.

Itis free but as is the way of things, it’s still ad-supported. Hulu is also only available for U.S audience
so far.

Learn How to Watch Movies and Shows on Hulu & Sling from Abroad
[http://www.makeuseof.com/tag/how-to-watch-movies-and-shows-on-hulu-sling-from-abroad/].

Sling [http://www.sling.com/]

Movies
Here are the most popularn mosies on Sfl"lﬁ Com I-I::'}.’.:.'
Browse popular moves by genfg o waw all 206 movies by release date
Browse our Mosi Popular Movees in:
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Dirama HSgT
Romandos £4 Fi and Fantas Spors Thrille

MOST POFULAR IN ALL GENRES

gt up and Alay

an Hovr a Pay!

You are cordially imvited

1o enjoy a perfectly

clegant case g
of murder! -,

For fun ploytime ideos
wisit SmallStep.gov

T | - Casing Royale {1967)

m TErae)

Sling is similar to Hulu in its offerings of TV shows and movies from the popular channels. Though,
Hulu’s selection seems to be broader. Presently, Sling showcases 282 movies in all the usual genres.
Popular channels bring free content from NBC-Fox partnered Hulu, CBS, PBS, BBC America along with
Web video sites like College Humor and Break.com bring you 965 TV shows and web series. Access is
via a Flash video player (the SlingPlayer).

Sling is also similarly available within the U.S only.

If you are feeling left out of Hulu and Sling because you do not live in the U.S, try out How to Watch
Movies and Shows on Hulu & Sling from Abroad [http://www.makeuseof.com/tag/how-to-watch-

movies-and-shows-on-hulu-sling-from-abroad/].
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Joost [http://www.joost.com/]
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The brains behind Skype and Kazaa bring us Joost. Joost is a leading on-demand Internet TV service
provider with over 250 high-definition TV programs and channels from various categories - Cartoons,
Film, Comedy, Music, Documentary, Entertainment, Sports, and Lifestyle. Using P2PTV protocol to
deliver its shows, it is a free legal online service. Joost also uses a Flash based web player to stream
TV quality content to your PC. Joost is currently in deals with several networks including CBS, VH1,
MTV, other Viacom channels as well as several other video distribution networks.

With over 15,000 TV shows and 250+ Channels, it is a viable alternative for cable. Read more about
Joost at MakeUseof.com [http://www.makeuseof.com/dir/joost/].

Less-than-legal Sites
There are also sites like The Pirate Cityhttp://thepiratecity.org/] and SurfTheChannel
[http://www.surfthechannel.com] which aggregate thousands of the latest movies and TV series and

link to the sites where these movies can be watched online internationally, at no cost.

te
9 Surfthechannel‘ THE _ﬂﬁw_org

Pirate

These websites lie in the grey area. While they obey the law and do not directly stream any content
from their servers, they are linking to a lot of illegal sites that do. Keep in mind that even though they
offer a far wider array of movies, the picture quality on these sites is usually a lot worse than what
you see on sites like Hulu or Sling.
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3.2 Watching it with a Download

The bandwidth is the umbilical cord for online movie sites. Movies are streamed across the internet.
What if you are on the road? Or what if you prefer to watch a bit while having your lunch and the
rest with your dinner? Then the only course to follow is to download a movie and watch it at one’s
leisure.

The anonymity of the World Wide Web has made it the melting pot for a variety of entertainment.
Some of it within the law, some beyond and some in the grey. Efforts by MPAA
[http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I55mrHNWhak] have borne fruit but uploaders on the WWWwW
have deeper roots. It is a fact of the times that with broadband use on the rise, studies say that
millions of downloads of illegal movies occur each week.

Torrents have emerged as the most popular way to download movies. Just like everything else,
torrent download occupies both sides of the street — legal and illegal. While stressing on end user
responsibility, let me give a brief note on torrents and its use.

a) The Torrent Way

A Torrentis a file which is sent over a protocol called BitTorrent Protocols of course, are simply sets
of rules which define how one computer will connect with the next. The BitTorrent protocol is
designed such that users connect to each other directly (without a central server) to send and receive
portions of a file. The file can be of any type — a song, a game, an application or a movie. So the
hosting and the downloading are spread out over many computers, thus reducing the load on any
one computer. When a torrent download is started, the BitTorrent network finds multiple computers
with the file and downloads different parts of the file from each computer.

Each user participates in the BitTorrent network using a special piece of software called the
BitTorrent client. The BitTorrent client first downloads a .torrentfile — a ‘map’ which points to the
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users sharing in the download of the file. The client understands this map and then starts the
download by connecting to the users having bits of the file.

BitTorrent is on a turf all its own with its own vocabulary and way to do things. Our Big Book of
BitTorrent [http://www.makeuseof.com/tag/the-big-book-of-bittorrent-free-pdf/] is just as good a
starting point as any to learn more on torrents. The guide will not only hold your hands through the
basics but it will also help you out with your first download.

=

Dedicated torrent users are zealots by another name. You can see them parked in most of the
popular torrent sites like Mininova [http://www.mininova.com/], Demonoid
[http://www.demonoid.com/], Vertor [http://www.vertor.com/] or ISsoHunt
[http://www.isohunt.com/].

Upload Gurus
The painless way towards a quality movie download is to follow the raves reserved for the good
torrent uploaders. These are the guys who take the pains to upload good quality movies (usually DVD

Rips).

axXXO ‘God’ wouldn’t be a bad name for him - Quality DVD rips averaging at 700MB, files which are
properly named and linked. Though his activity has slacked off, his torrents remain popular.

KLAXXONThe ‘axxo’ in the name is for grabbing eyeballs. Though he lacks aXXo’s finesse, he makes
it up with his quality DVD rips. One negative: his file sizes average around 1.2 to 1.4 GB.

FXG- Very close to the top, FXG’s uploads too hover near the 700MB size. Most of his uploads also
include English subtitles.

“"I"IIFII
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FXM- Another good uploader with uploads hardly breasting the 700MB mark.

Leetay—Though he has tapered off this year, his torrents remain trusted. His uploads also size up to
around 700MB.

To find all movies uploaded by any uploader, just enter his name in the site search field of the torrent
index site or a torrent search engine. A good torrent uploader is usually followed by generous
comments by the community. The best ones of course enjoy a high rate of download activity.

As we continue with some direct downloading web services below, you will find that you can search
for the above uploaders too. If you prefer direct downloads instead of torrents, simply enter a name
like ‘axxo’ in the search engines profiled later and you will get the link.

b) File Sharing Sites

Torrents might be marching towards world domination, but file sharing services still have a large free
country of their own.

RapidShare [http://rapidshare.de/en/premium.html]

—= Bupid\shure

-— -
THE EASY WAY TO SHARE YOUR FILES

Feature PREMIUM Free
Download-Limits Mo limits* Limited download-traffic
Max. parallel downloads No limits 1
Remote-Uploads via HTTP and FTP 100 jobs in parallel Mo
Use RapidGet to download and upload files! \!‘ Mo
Support for download-accelarators \f Mo
Support for resuming downloads \/ Mo
Downloads start instantly «,/ Mo
Extra slots, if servers are full -,/ Mo
RapidsShare URL-Checker \f Mo
RapidShare Direct-Downloads J Mo
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It is the world’s biggest single-click hosting site (and among the Top20 visited homepages in the
world). And movies are just one of the things it hosts. RapidShare has a mirror site at
RapidShare.com [http://www.rapidshare.com/].

A maximum upload limit size of 200MB/file means that a movie is only available as a split archive.
Usually a DVD quality movie can be downloaded in 6-7 installments. A premium (paid) account gives
you more features — no waiting times, simultaneous downloads, support for download accelerators,
remote uploads via FTP and HTTP etc. The free option limits you to one download and a waiting time
between each successive download. If the waiting time is not enough of a nag, there’s the reverse
countdown clock too. Skip all that waiting with a simple Firefox add-on called Skipscreen
[http://www.makeuseof.com/tag/use-skipscreen-to-bypass-rapidshare-advertising-waiting-

screens/].

This simple add-on and a serious browse of our Collection of Rapidshare Tools and Tricks
[http://www.makeuseof.com/tag/collection-of-rapidshare-tools-and-tricks/] will make you an expert
Rapidshare user.

Megaupload [http://www.megaupload.com/]

Free Membarship No Membavship
Frae 200 GE onling storage with ile manager [+ @
Frae Upload and Downdoad manager for fasl ransters ] @
Frae Megaupload Browser Toolbas tor fast ransfers & @
Waiting time before downloads ane available 25 seconds 45 saconds
Suppon for resuming broken uploads and dowrdoads: ] @
File Foldars: Combine multipla lbegaugdoad links & @
E3em and redeem reward poinis 1or ee premism senices & @
e -

A popular site with nearly 10 million hits. Premium membership comes with unlimited features. Free
downloaders have caps on download speeds, a single download per session and a waiting time.
There are two free flavors — Free Membership and No Membership.

Megashares [http://www.megashares.com/]

Welcome to Megashares
|
Companies and webmasters, this s your link upload ﬂles’ lmages' an?thing'

hosting site. Our single session upload hmit is

ile: E
10GE (10,000 Megabytes!). This can be a Select file:
single file up to 10GB, multiple files or a folder :l E upload Description
using our browser based custom uploader. | Vidao / Movia - | B Upload Category

1 | agree to the TOS.

[¥] Make my link searchable/public =]
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It provides a Java-based web application for uploading entire folders, upload/download resuming,
using FTP for backup or mirroring. Maximum upload size limit using the Java uploader is 10GB as
compared with the standard uploading max file size of 1.5GB. The paid service called Link Cards frees
other limitations. Download managers are supported but free downloaders are restricted to 1
download stream (max 500MB) and 1 download link. Every free download has a ‘slot’; the download
thus depends on the availability of open slots. Read more at Megashares FAQ
[http://www.megashares.com/fag.php].

Filefactory [http://www.filefactory.com/]

FlleFactory Basic FileFactory Premium
Dowmicad spead Capped & Unlimited Fremium members get lighning tast dewnlaads: with no speed resiniclions
Dewnlead benits 150MBaur 8 12GB/day Prefmium membsers 3 downlesd much mone data each day
Devnlaad briks Multsple pages 2 Single page Premium members gel instanl inks and dred downlosd fealures
Downlosd wad b Yieg & None Prémium meambers do not Riawe 1o wail, downlodds begin instantly
Simulaneous downloads Mo & Yos Premium members can dewnigad many fles a8 once
Resuma support Mo ﬁl Yoz Premipm mambers can resuma brokan downloads
Storage limit 100GE & 500GB Premium members get much more disk space
Banner ads and popugps Yasg @ MNone Premium memeers recaie absolulely ne annaying advensing

Allows a maximum 300MB per file free uploads. Larger files need to be split and uploaded. The
amount of data free users can download in a 24 hour period is restricted with capped download
speeds. The free basic account also allows one download stream at a time. Paid premium
membership unlocks restrictions. More info can be found at the Filefactory FAQ

[http://www. filefactory.com/help/faqg.php].

Easyshare [http://www.easy-share.com/]

Vermy . masay PO

EASY SHARE

| E3

Loge  (Rensier for Eee) Englsh

Upload Your File(s) Now @
B over 15,000 pons

oeer thee past 30 days?
Congrafulations! You've won
thi monthiy Pramivmi

Let’s you upload a max of 100MB per file. Like other free services, you can download files for free,
but with certain limitations. Unlike other sites though, Easyshare introduces ePoints, which is a way
to pay users for there uploads. If your upload gets downloaded 10,000 times, you’ll seeminglyreceive
$20. More on the Easyshare FAQ page [http://www.easy-share.com/en/fag.html].

These are just five of the many which take up the file sharing space. Some of the others are...

MyFreeFileHostinghttp://myfreefilehosting.com/]

Gigasizdhttp://www.gigasize.com/]
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Sendspacéhttp://www.sendspace.com/]

ZShae [http://www.zshare.net/]

Hotfile [http://hotfile.com/]

On your movie hunt, you will come across a lot more. What’s important is not where the files are
hosted but how do you hunt out those files. Most of the files hosting services do not have searchable
databases. Worry not.

c) File Sharing Search Engines

A lot of the search engines are dedicated for Rapidshare but then some others prefer the multi-
pronged meta-search path. Here’s a list of 10 in no particular order.

Rapidzearch [http://www.rapidzearch.com/] - search for files across top file sharing web sites like

Rapidshare, Megaupload, Uploading, SendSpace, FileFactory and many others. The user interface is
simple with basic and advanced search options.

“file search engine”l

rapidzearc

Search...

Last Keywords

netro Vida fcounting Away sketchup tofu lambraki need YOURSELF andari layla five
Outmaneuver cookery file CTF AVG Anti virus hip hop italiano algolagnia nakend
hatsune eroare Morrison Satan taluku course sophia buzz mega quiz cant rini kisekae
dimitris metheny gomorra divx itathe transporter 3 dangoen pacifico tu che sei parte
di me mkportal PacificoTu che sei parte di me those Gianna Nannini Tu che sei parte
di me fubar

Read more about Rapidzearch here [http://www.makeuseof.com/dir/rapidzearch-file-search-easy/].

Rapidshare123 [http://www.rapidshare123.com/] - One of the best Rapidshare search engines. It

collects Rapidshare downloads from sites, forums, blogs and portals.

share Find

rapidshare search engine
Example: le earth, winzip

Results for "Simpsons”

&5 results found
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Read more about Rapidshare123 here [http://www.makeuseof.com/tag/search-popular-rapidshare-

files-easily-with-rapidshare123/].

CrawlRapidShare [http://crawlrapidshare.com/] - It claims to be the first "realtime" Rapidshare

crawler search engine. It runs a script which checks if the links displayed in the search results are
valid anymore and point to real files.

Craw/Rapi/dShare.

FinsST FAFIDSANAME CRAAMNLER SEARLCHA ENDG|

Crawl|RapidShare.com is the first RapidShare realtime crawler , we dont use any obs
like other search engines , we crawl the web in realtime per search query with our
technalogy so we always give you fresh results |, also we have the ability to check
links in realtime or by RapidShare tools.

try us and you will never use any other rapidshare search engine. dont forget to bc

|:| Check Linksz validity [ Enabling this option will slow down the rezults page compilation )

Read more about Crawl Rapidshare here [http://www.makeuseof.com/dir/crawl-rapidshare-search-

rapidshare-real-time/].

TotMe [http://totme.com/home.|] - A simple Rapidshare search engine but it filters out non-working

links too.

Tm"nz‘ search over 200.000 files

RUETC= I ETHE S BT category: Music_Videos

] 1 £ - Music Videos
Ay Mind - Liza MinnellinForr DX ze . 48MBnV Bitrate
Audio Bitrate : 160 kbpsnDuration : 04:02Code:http:f £ 1 hare.co

Read more about TotMe here [http://www.makeuseof.com/dir/totme-rapidshare-file-search/].

Rapidsharel [http://www.rapidsharel.com/] - Lets you instantly search though a dozen of

Rapidshare link sharing websites, forums and message boards.
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Rapidshare Search Engine

RAFPIDSHRARE

| weant to downiead from rapidshare

4 || Search

Read more about Rapidsharel here [http://www.makeuseof.com/dir/rapidsharel/].

DaleYa [http://www.daleya.com/] — Meta-search files on Megaupload, Rapidshare and several other

file sharing. You can select or deselect the file-sharing sites you want to include in the search.

Buscador de archivos

Daleya.:cm

Videos Busqueda por
Extensiones

| dale ¥a |

W megaupload.com ™ badongo.com rapidshare.cam Seleccionar

<1 Al

' mediafire.com 3 gigasize.com seriesyonkis.com Todos

<

I filefactory.com I filefront.com W peliculasyonkis.com  Defecto

™ turboupload.com T multiply.com T sendspace.com Minguno

Read more about DaleYa here [http://www.makeuseof.com/dir/daleya-search-multiple-filesharing-

sites/].

Buskka [http://www.buskka.com/] — A Google-powered search engine that Rapidshare,

Megaupload, Badongo, Mediafire, Gigasize, Seriesyonkis, Filefactory, Filefront and Peliculasyonkis.
You can either search all sites at once or select the ones you want.
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Dark knight Buskkall

Rapidshare wegaupload O Badongo
tediafire O Gigasize Seriesyonkis
O Filefactory Filefront O Peliculasyonkis

Read more about Buskka here [http://www.makeuseof.com/dir/buskka-searches-9-file-sharing-sites-

simultaneosly/].
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ShareMiner [http://www.shareminer.com/] - ShareMiner looks at Rapidshare and Megaupload and

locates files by their actual file names unlike others which search webpages. You can set it up to filter
by type like software, games, videos, music, docs & eBooks or archives.

Saarchi in TRes

L GamE 4
Fopular Searches Elogosphere Buzz (] aad our new FireFox Plugi
S 08 e Pucking M eract S0ngs oy B! LEST-SERY W akentnes
A —— Clary oo 15 barg Bmosgh. ELf Scouring oY e -
Iron Man FE2 Games e SR
B B e R Keep ShareMiner. itk F
[LLET TN P P ish B g d . PERINETLOM Wil you Harever
- . Mz Ihred - B g Wihred
Mo & Lost Season £ Mgt RECENT BLOG POSTS
GTAR Deacsaraghy h -
Libsusnés Linu Mlac CeSK Leopard
Wingows vidils Wirsdoas 1IF
FC Games Uobile Softwares FUCENT COLIMRENT
PSP Gamies Phiciahap Plugiea Wag0H on Shasebiner cor
Release
1'39 Cloud desaceee on Vieloome 1o SFareMines Biog
VF ® o
gel smar Ovd amy winaho say and the city mosie sotwares weezer pholoshop os3 Riaase
IPhOﬁE radohesd  DUK mgmit madonea focad Hwayne b 1 PSP Games feet foces RRITIGE O Shiadelingr Com Var &0 Bata
seng sounds NEFO Theriagpenng tnwn pars NANCOCK nome mnpemy meunca Windows | Rewsse -
ViSlE maas sl pesk asenl cokdplay wiva lnwida  COlAplay it SRR b i hbe

DN mar ‘;.llf‘-g f:l par‘dla niogold kaspersky dully carter NELAnNa jones the e
Al Ay WINGBEWA p ofiee winrar  wanted 2008

Read more about ShareMiner here [http://www.makeuseof.com/dir/shareminer-search-web-files/].

FilesTube [http://www.filestube.com/] - Searches through Rapidshare, MegaUpload, Megashares,

YouSendlt, SaveFile, FileFront and Badongo. Use a dropdown to filter search by media type - AVI,
MP3, MPEG, MPG, RAR, WMA, WMV or ZIP. The advanced search page rpovides a few more options.

Files

Download Everything!

avi
About | Blog | Prvacy | Submit Ink | Tags | Tt mp3 b | Last 10 searches
mpeg

() BoOKMARK of 1 1 MPY

rar
Copyright 2007 © FiesT ywma
wmv

2ip

Read more about FilesTube here [http://www.makeuseof.com/dir/filestube-2/].

Findshared [http://www.findshared.com/] - Select or search through Rapidshare, Megaupload,
Mediafire and Ziddu. If you are looking for a particular file format (avi, wmv, mpeg, divx, iso, rmvb,
mp3, exe, rar, zip, ppielect it through the dropdown.
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The number of search engines devoted to file sharing websites makes one thing clear — you will never
run out of options.

d) The Mixed Bag of Bootlegged Movie Types

Movie bootlegging has found a home and its own language on the internet. So how does piracy
happen and what are the terms generally used? Films are copied in many ways and the uploaded
movie gets labeled with the source. The terms used say a lot about the quality of the copy.

Cam (CAM) Pirates record a movie as it appears on a theater screen by smuggling a camera usually
mounted on a tripod into a theater. These copies are usually poor quality both visually and audibly.
The scenes also sometimes show shadows of the audience moving about.

Telesync (TS or TELESYNT)e video source remains the camera on a tripod. Telesync refers to the
audio recording enhancement done by methods like using wireless transmitters from theater
speakers or connecting directly to the projection equipment. The difference sometimes is difficult to
tell.

PDVD-Pre-DVD is common in Asian countries especially India. Low quality CAM/TS prints are
recorded on DVD and labeled as DVD rips.

Workprint (WP)—Made from an unfinished version of the film. Workprints have unedited effects
and missing scenes. They also may lack un-dubbed parts. Workprints differ greatly from the final cut
version. They usually have text overlays or audio disruptions to discourage pirates from spreading it.
A recent case of a workprint fiasco was X-Men Origins: Wolverine.

Sceeener (SCR)These promotional preview films (usually DVD or VHS) for limited reviews are
provided to video retailers or film critics before a movie’s official theatrical release. Pirates obtain a
screener DVD and make a copy of it.

R5- This is a retail DVD from region 5. Region 5 consists of Eastern Europe (former Soviet Union),
Indian subcontinent, Africa, North Korea, and Mongolia. R5 releases standout from normal releases
in that they are a direct Telecine transfer of the film without any of the image fine tuning. The sound
is also not as good as DVD quality.

Telecine—The word refers to the Telecine machine, an expensive piece of equipment that renders
the film from the analog print to the digital format. The quality is slightly inferior to DVD as the
source print is the copy reel instead of the final digitized version.

DVD Rip The final cut. DVD Rips are generally distributed to regions away from the premiere zones
of the film. High quality, they soon supplant any other version that might have been circulating.

DVDR-This is a copy of the original DVD but re-encoded to fit in a more compact and less expensive
DVD. DVDRs resemble retail discs in that they contain menus and other disc features.

So now, if you see a downloadable file tagged with any of the following terms, you know the quality
to expect. But even then there are...
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e) 5 Tips to Follow for Downloading Quality Movies

1. What's a great print without a great story behind it? Check the quality of the plot in sites like
IMDB or Rotten Tomatoes. Movie recommendation sites are also a lot of help.

2. If you can tell the difference between a R5 and TS, then VCDQuality
[http://www.makeuseof.com/tag/check-the-movie-quality-before-you-start-downloading/] does

the rest. The website lists all new movie releases and along with the basic information also gives
a quality rating on the audio and video of the bootlegged print. Sometimes, links to screenshots
and trailers are provided.

3. NFO files are little information files supplied by the encoders with the release, and most often
contain things like the video/audio-bitrate, screen resolution, language, etc. You can download
these NFO files from VCDQuality as an image, or in the original format. After which you can open
it in a special NFO reader or even in MS Notepad. Read more about NFO readers here
[http://www.makeuseof.com/tag/the-3-best-nfo-file-readers-to-open-those-nfo-documents/]

4. Always read the comments section if it’s there on any download page. Rants or raves usually
hints at the quality of the movie.

5. The number of subscribers is also a good indicator of a running website, though it might not say
much about the individual movie.

f) Some Tips for Faultless Playback

Aha! Downloading’s done. Now, it’s time to dim the lights and dam the world outside the window.
It’s just gonna be me and those ugly Autobots against the Decepticons before they wreck the world.
But heck, why is my media player all dark and silent?

Now, that’s a too familiar sight for anyone whose home theater is the computer. If everything else is
running except the movie, then the fault is perhaps with the media player or the movie file itself.

But let’s not worry because if software errs, it also cures.

Preview partially downloaded video files -- This is always recommended especially for ongoing
torrent downloads and thanks to some versatile media players like VLC
[http://www.videolan.org/vic/], GOM Player [http://www.gomlab.com/eng/GMP_Introduction.html]

and KMPlayer [http://kmplayer.kde.org/], it is possible to play partially downloaded files and check

the quality. Stop your torrent client, watch the incomplete part and if the quality agrees with you
continue the download.

A full download consisting of many split WinRAR archives is fairly common with most file download
sites. With WinRAR we can extract the first archive and play it using any of the above media players.

Open the archive using WinRAR — Click on Extract to— Give the destination path and under the
Miscellaneousection put a check against Keep broken filesn the Processing volumdialog select
Process selected files orilie first part gets extracted and WinRAR asks for the second part. Hit
Cancel

- I al | [faVa}
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Read the full post on MakeUseOf.com [www.makeuseof.com/tag/3-easy-ways-to-preview-a-

partially-downloaded-video-files/]

Playing an unplayable movie -- You think you have the perfect release. But then instead of
Angelina’s pout you get a black screen with a pop-up somewhere saying that the media type is not
supported. That’s a lousy stumble on the doorway of cinematic bliss.

The culprit here is the media player or more specifically the codecs which do something like digital
equivalent of locking-unlocking of the movie file. Codecs (coder-decoder) are used for compressing
and decompressing media files so that they don’t take up a lot of space and can be broadcast faster.
Think of a codec like the key and the video file like the lock. So you need the same key or the codec
to view the file that was used to encode the file. And sometimes your media player misses the key.

There are two ways to nail down the missing codecs —

9 Allinstalled codecs in your system (Windows) can be viewed from Control Panel Sounds and
Audio Devices Propertieslardware- Select Video Codecs Select Properties Select
Properties tab.
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Sounds and Audio Devices Properties

YVolume Sounds Audio Woice Hardware L

Devices:
Mame Type [A]

@, Realtek High Definition Audio Sound, vid...

@, fudio Codecs Sound, vid...

2 Legacy Audio Drivers Sound, vid...

@, Media Contral Devices Sound, vid... 3

2 Legacy Video Capture Devices Sound, vid...

@, Video Codece

Video Codecs Properties

Device Properties | [ Ganers) F'n:.perties|
Manufacturer: (5ig

Location: Unknow
Device Status: Th

Video Compression Codecs

Gj Cinepak Codec by Radius Inc.
Gj Div¥ 6.8.3 Codec

Gj fidshow video encoder

Gj Indeo codec by Intel

Gj Indeo® video 5.10

;j ird1_32 ax
;j puv_32.dll
;j Microsaoft RLE Codec
;j Microsaft Video 1
;j meh261.drv
§
§
§
§

j meh263.drv

j meyuy dil

j tsbyury dll

j HXvid MPEG-4 Video Codec v1.2-dev

Remove ] [ Froperties ]

[ Ok ” Cancel ]

9 Gspot [http://www.headbands.com/gspot/]is a nifty free tool which identifies the codec
required to play a video file. The current version hasn’t been updated for some while but it is
still handy.
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IF G5pot ¥&.70a: Terminator 3
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Interleave: 1 vid frame [40 ms]. preload=504
Audio frames: Aligned on interleaves

Wideo: B10 MB [87.023%) v

. ﬁwz‘ . Video
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Uzer Data / Metadata
[I5FT]  “irtualDubkad 1.5.10.1 [build 2366/l

MUME]  “irtwalDubtdod build 2366/ releasze
[USER] ‘HwiD0037

Audio
Codec 0=0055 MPEG-1 Layer 3 E3 A
Infa 48000Hz 112 kb/s tot , Stereo

W - -] -] Stat Codecfs] Installed

Piczds (25.000 Frames/s 25.000 Fields/s

FROG I/L TFF EBFF FFF =:2 FAL HNTSC

d

pic v B72 w 272 zeqext q:z he:s
zar (2471 (427 par 1.00001:1)  dar 2471 (421

Reszizing 4] =] | | |
1 =N |
2

BlE

=
o

Fropozed Codec Solutions and Tests

=l {El <]

Wid Bwd | A5 [Statug: not rendered vet. Uze [2] to render

[Sre]--» = -[&)-= [ Splitter 2B 1+ [Divé< Decoder Filker J=--[C)--=[Video Renderer |

ﬂ ﬂ ﬂ Status: not rendered yet. Use [2] to render

ﬂ J J [Sre)-r s --[A)-+[Divé Denmuy 13 --B]-=[ffdshow Video Decader 13 -[C)-»[Widea Renderer ]
Status: not rendered yet. Use [2] bo render _"_]

35 pot BAS  [Sro]-rs-fa)-x (el Splitter 1x--[B -+ [ffdshow Yideo Decoder 1x-[C)->[Video Renderer | ‘El

(2]

However, these days you can just download a codec pack most of these will install every kind of

codec you'll ever need. Codec Packs like K-Lite and XP Codec Pack are complete collections of all the

codecs you need to enjoy to play almost every movie format that you can find on the Internet.

Free-codecs [http://www.free-codecs.com/index.htm],

Codec Guide [http://www.codecguide.com/]

and Movie Codec [http://www.moviecodec.com/] are some of the best resources for all things called

codecs.

If you're still dumbfounded by an unplaying movie, check out this post on MakeUseOf

[www.makeuseof.com/tag/downloaded-an-unplayable

-movie-gspot-klite-to-the-rescue/]

Patch up a broken AVI file -- DivFix+ [http://divfixpp

.sourceforge.net/index.php] is an AVI repairer

that fixes the AVI file by rebuilding the index part of the file thus allowing for it to playback. This is

useful for some corrupted torrent files. The handy Dr.Fixit does not take up much CPU and also

comes as a standalone executable not requiring an installation.
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= DivFix++ vB.31 for Windows

i c V]
Source Files

Log Window

DivFix++ AYI Fix and Previewer utity.
Copyright {C) 2006 of Erdem U. altinyurt

DivFix++ comes with
ABSOLUTELY NO WARRANTY;
for details, press the "About" button.

This is free software and you are welcome
to redistribute it under GPL.

[ #Add Files ][ Remove Files ][ Clear List ][Preferences ][ About ] Keep Sriginat e
[ |

Cut Out Bad Parts
[ Fix ] [ Strip Index ] [ Check Errors ] [ Stop ] Log Errors

Read more aboutithere-How t o Repair Broken AVI Files That W
[http://www.makeuseof.com/tag/how-to-repair-broken-avi-files-that-wont-play-windows-only/].
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3.3 Using RSS Feeds to be in touch with the movies

There’s a new release every Friday. There’s a new upload even more often. So how do we keep
ourselves informed with the rapid change before it goes by in a blink — RSS feeds of course!

RSS is what it is because of two reasons —

9 It allows us to easily be in the know by fetching the latest content from the sites you are
interested in.
We don’t need to visit each and every site individually.

Now, armed with a Feed reader, we can wait, catch and watch the movie we want.

MakeUseOf.com author Varun Kashyap’s post on How to Use RSS Feeds to Download Torrents
Automatically [http://www.makeuseof.com/tag/how-to-use-rss-feeds-to-download-torrents-easily-

and-automatically/] goes into the simple detail of setting up a RSS feed for the torrents you want to
download. With his how-to, you can set up your torrent client to grab the right movie or TV show
torrent and start the download automatically.

4 RSS Feeds for the Movies Addicttp://www.makeuseof.com/tag/4-rss-feeds-for-the-movies-
addict/] gives us four super-useful RSS feeds - Rotten Tomatoes [http://www.rottentomatoes.com/]

(for upcoming movies), a feed for what’s playing at your favourite theatre, a feed for what’s the
latest at Hulu, SurfTheChannel and one for movie/TV show playtimes courtesy LocateTV
[http://www.makeuseof.com/dir/locatetv-film-tv-listings-search-engine/].

Today, all sites worth their rep have an attention-grabbing RSS button. Some even have a different
feed for different types of information. Here’s IMDB’s feed button located at the bottom of the page.

e """"‘r\w_r.-nr..-q.-ﬂ-.-.--ﬂu Ll T S ks gt i

Home | Search | Mow Playing

Clicking on it show’s you what’s available from the website.

What RSS feeds are available from IMDb?

There are a mamber of BLS5 feeds mvailable from DVDib, and we'l be adding more and more i the fimure. For a brief itro on BSS, click here
News

O pews is avalable a3 & combined feed (a0 sovroes) RN a5 well as wdividual feeds for WENN IEEH and Seodo Beisfing I

We also producs faads for various “happening today” mformation, nchading: “Horn On This Date™ EEEN “Déed On This Date” EEEN a5 well as the daily pell
=3

You can thus select the feed of your choice and get to the meat of the brouhaha.
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3.4 All You Need to Catch Your Movies

This is where online movies score over downloaded ones. All you need to watch online movies are a
good browser and sufficient bandwidth. But downloading movies to watch at your leisure is a job. So
you need to put together quite an assortment of applications and software to make a tidy job of it.

a) Bandwidth

Let’s say too much is never enough when it comes to bandwidth whether it is online or for
downloads. On the lowest side, 256kbpsis sloth slow. It takes 6-7 hours to stream/download an
entire movie. An online service like Hulu recommends —

Our videos stream a80Kbpsor 700Kbps and we'll adjust our stream based on your bandwidth, but
we recommend a downstream bandwidthlgpOOKbpr higher for the smoothest playback
experience.

In my opinion, 700kbpss the standard to aim for. Remember, with Hi-definition and Blu-Ray coming
into the scene, file size might swell up. With lower bandwidths you still can download movies, but
then patience should be a virtue.

Test your bandwidth at — Speed Guide [http://www.speedguide.net/], Bandwidth Place

[http://www.bandwidthplace.com/] or Speed Test [http://www.speedtest.net/].

b) Hard drive space

When it comes to movies think gigabytes. An average movie is 700MB. Make sure you have enough
space on your hard disk drive. The best solution is to get an external hard drive just to store the
classics for your sunset years.

c) Software

For BitTorrent — If it’s to be lightweight, super-efficient and feature rich then | wouldn’t hunt beyond
uTorrent[http://www.utorrent.com/]. Wikipedia has a detailed comparison

[http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/BitTorrent client/] of BitTorrent clients.

Mac OS users can check out the beta version of uTorrent or the cross platform BitTorrent client —
Transmissiorfhttp://www.makeuseof.com/tag/transmission-the-lightweight-bittorrent-client/].

For other P2P networks — Limewire [http://www.limewire.com/] is P2P software which uses the

Gnutella network. It also has limited BitTorrent support. The free and lightweight Limewire clone
called Frostwire [http://www.makeuseof.com/tag/frostwire-a-clone-that-surpasses-the-original/]

surpasses the original in many respects. Another good one is Shareaza
[http://shareaza.sourceforge.net/] which supports Gnutella, Gnutella2, eDonkey Network,
BitTorrent, FTP and HTTP.

For FTP —You might come across some file sharing websites allowing FTP transfer. File Transfer
Protocol is a very simple client-server exchange process over a network. It is especially useful for bulk

e "I' o) [ [faYg)
The Things I Do [h makeuseot.com


http://www.speedguide.net/
http://www.bandwidthplace.com/
http://www.speedtest.net/
http://www.utorrent.com/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/BitTorrent_client/
http://www.makeuseof.com/tag/transmission-the-lightweight-bittorrent-client/
http://www.limewire.com/
http://www.makeuseof.com/tag/frostwire-a-clone-that-surpasses-the-original/
http://shareaza.sourceforge.net/

The Internet Guide for the Movie Addict

transfer of files. FileZilla[http://filezilla-project.org/] is a popular FTP client. It is lightweight, cross
platform and also has a portable version. Mac users can also pick out any one from our review on 8
Free FTP Clients for Mdiettp://www.makeuseof.com/tag/8-free-ftp-clients-for-mac/]. Then there
are online FTP clientghttp://www.makeuseof.com/tag/use-ftp-online-without-installin-a-client/]
too which let you access files from a public computer.

Archiving / Un-archiving

While downloading (or uploading) you are more likely to bump into the RAR/ZIP format than
anything else. To extract the files, you need the indispensable archiving application. For free
alternatives to WinRAR and WinZip, look at what we think are The Top 3-ile Compression &
Extract i omtpSeviuvt.maleeusef.cen/tag/the-top-3-file-compression-extraction-
softwares/] - Universal ExtractoiKGB Archiveand the multi-platform 7-Zip.

Security

Downloads and high speed bandwidth are come hither invites for viruses and Trojans. Firewalls and
updated anti-virus guards are always the first line defense. The worthy ones are: Zone Alarm Free
Firewall, Comodo Firewall, AVG Anti-Virus, and the list continues. While on the topic of security, you
can hop over and read this post on the Best Programs to Keep Your Computer Secure
[http://www.makeuseof.com/tag/best-programs-to-keep-your-computer-secure/].

Playback

The four all-purpose video players that should handle and play any video file are: Windows Media
Player, VLC player, Media Player Classic and DivX player. Along with the right codecs which we have
covered in the previous section, you should have your all-purpose media box. Check out what is the
most popular video player among MakeUseOf readers here [http://www.makeuseof.com/tag/muo-

polls-free-video-players-what%E2%80%99s-your-favorite/].

File Conversion

Media is plural in literal terms and in actuality when we venture into file formats. Being in the digital
age, we have more than one type of digital product and sometimes one file format may not play in
the other. Thus, having a media converter helps with the mixing and matching.

With 5 Easyto-use Freeware Video Convertefisttp://www.makeuseof.com/tag/5-easy-to-use-
freeware-video-converters/] we have looked at Quick Media Converter, Super Video Converter, Any
Video Converter, MediaCoder and Format Factory.

If you are looking for a tiny app to convert your videos to carry along in an iPod or a PSP, look at
EncodeHDhttp://dcunningham.net/encodehd/]. It’s a great little app which coverts for devices from
Apple, Blackberry, Playstation, X-Box, Zune and even YouTube HD. Read the how-to here
[http://www.makeuseof.com/tag/encodehd-easily-convert-media-files-for-any-devices-windows/].

Linux and Mac users can look at — WinFF and Handbrake for their file conversion jobs. Read about a
few more handy apps along with these two here [http://www.makeuseof.com/tag/10-applications-

to-convert-audio-and-video-files-in-linux/].
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Burning Utilities
Nero is the name which comes to mind first. But why spend $80 when you have lighter alternatives

for both your wallet and PC available? Here’s looking at some free alternatives to Nero which can do

the job of writing DVDs just as well.

1

CDBurner XPhttp://www.cdburnerxp.se/download] - At 3.6MB it includes support for Blu
Ray/HD DVD and Bin to ISO conversion too.

InfraRecordelfhttp://infrarecorder.sourceforge.net/?page id=5] - Very light and can do
multi-session burning and creating dual layer DVDs.

Deep Burner (Freghttp://www.deepburner.com/?r=download] - The free version is slightly
restricted but does all the simple jobs.

Ultimate CD/DVD Burnefhttp://www.mispbo.com/burner.htm] - A simple and intuitive
interface and has a portable version too.

Burn At Oncdhttp://www.burnatonce.net/downloads/] - It has a drag and drop interface
and features tagging of media by importing data from FreeDB.

Burn Aware (Free)http://www.burnaware.com/burnaware free.html] - Is very intuitive,

features on the fly recording and supports the Blu Ray format.

ImgBurn[http://www.imgburn.com/] - If you are looking for an all-rounder, this one comes

fits the bill. Supports a wide variety of formats and runs on Linux too.

FAV(Qhttp://favcfave.googlepages.com/] — This is a free collection of tools using a common
GUI to convert your media files, such as AVI, MP4, WMV and more to a DVD disk. FAVC uses
several other free software to burn the DVD.

The above applications have been featured in our Best Free Alternatives to Nero CD/DVD Burner

[http://www.makeuseof.com/tag/the-best-free-alternatives-to-nero-cddvd-burner/] post. But you

might like to take a look at the homepages to see the compatibility with your requirements and

hardware.

Mac users don’t need to download anything separately as it comes with an integral burner. The

inbuilt burner does the job as well and without the need to add anything extra. Read about the four

ways to burn CDs and DVDs easily [http://www.makeuseof.com/tag/4-ways-to-burn-discs-for-free-
mac/] on the Mac.
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4. Expanding Your Movie Experience

The show’s over and we amble down the aisle towards the exit. Not quite, as this is the World Wide
Web motivated PC. There is so much more to play around with.

4.1 Read the lingo with subtitles

Don’t ask me why, but | just can’t catch Nicholas Cage’s mumbles. Maybe it's my ears or the audio
coding. But whatever, it’s why | feel that adding subtitles helps a lot to understand the dialogs.
Thanks to some sites, now we can add download and add subtitles on our own without ringing the
producers.

| won't go into the details of how to overlay subtitles using software like DirectVobSub or how to
burn it permanently using Windows software. Simon’s tutorial on How to Add Subtitles to a Movie
or TV Serieghttp://www.makeuseof.com/tag/how-to-add-subtitles-to-a-movie-or-television-series/]

should show you the ropes.
What | will do is to point you towards some of the better subtitle downloading sites.

Open Subtitleghttp://www.opensubtitles.org/en]
Subscendhttp://subscene.com/]

DivX Subtitleghttp://www.divxsubtitles.net/]
AllSubs|http://www.allsubs.org/]

Subtitle Sourcghttp://www.subtitlesource.org/]
9 Subtitle Odine [http://www.subtitleonline.com/]

= =4 —a —a A

All the subtitle sites are searchable. Alternatively, you can also use a web-wide search engine like
Subtitlesearch [http://www.subtitlesearch.net/].
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4.2 Music and Lyrics

It’s not about the burnt out singer who falls in love. It is the music and lyrics that play in the
background. The melancholic trumpet of a violent ‘The Godfather’ or the solo voice of William
Shatner during the opening of Star Trek. The music plays on in some of these sites —

SoundTrackInfghttp://www.soundtrackinfo.com/] - This is an exhaustive site for soundtrack info.
Use the search feature to browse by movie title, song title, composer’s name, performer’s name or
browse movies alphabetically.

Soundtrack Collectofnttp://www.soundtrackcollector.com/] - Share notes on soundtracks of films
and TV shows. The site is more like an online community of people interested in movie soundtracks.

It also allows you to store your movie soundtrack collection and share wish lists. (Check out the
music sites page [http://www.soundtrackcollector.com/resources/index.php?categoryid=21] for a
list of movie soundtrack sites).

Tracksoundghttp://www.tracksounds.com/] — The nearly decade old site offers soundtrack reviews,

composer interviews and movie contests.

ScoreMtes [http://scorenotes.com/] —It is a "fan’s" tribute to the genre of film music. An
uncluttered interface brings us movie reviews, audio reviews and a music library with MP3 sound

clips.

4.3 The words the stars speak

How does Johnny Depp speak the dialogs he speaks? Of course, it’s his acting but credit is also due to
the unheralded penmanship of men behind the script. Have you ever read a movie script? There are
a few sites which host copies of the script for us to look over and of course to appreciate the actors
who give life to the one dimensional words.

The Internet Movie Script Databadéttp://www.imsdb.com/] sounds a lot like IMDB and it aims to
do the same turn to film scripts as IMDB.com has done to indexing films.

Or just check out Yahoo's directory
[http://dir.yahoo.com/Entertainment/Movies and Film/Screenplays/] of screenplay sites for the
bucket list.
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4.4 Build your own movie library

It starts with a trickle of few classics then maybe your favorite westerns or the entire 11 seasons of
M*A*S*H. Soon, your hard drive is being hogged for space and you don’t know where you kept
Episode 13 of Season Il. It’s always better to become organized before the mass of files builds up to
unwieldy levels. Thanks to the choices of online and offline collection managers, file management is a
cinch, habit is the problem.

a) Desktop apps to catalog your collection

Griffith [http://www.griffith.cc/] - a cross platform application which refers the movie title and

fetches the movie information from the web. It also has multi-language support.

GCstatfhttp://www.gcstar.org/] - Though primarily for Linux, it also runs under Windows and with

some configuration for Mac OS X. It is a well packaged free software.

Libra[http://www.getlibra.com/] - It’s for Windows XP and Vista. Adding features are simple and

though it's more in tune with e-books (has a useful barcode feature), it's handy for movie collections
too.

Data Crow{http://www.datacrow.net/] - Runs on both Mac and Windows. Data Crow takes the
entered media name and retrieves information from Amazon and/or IMDB. It also comes with a
report (HTML/PDF) tool and backup-restore features.

Movienizer[http://www.movienizer.com/] - This freeware not only helps you manage, track, and

research your movie collection but also gathers relevant info on stars, plots, reviews, download DVD
covers, add DVD using barcodes and keep track of movies you have lent out. All with mouse clicks.

Further reading - 4 Open Source Collection Manager Apps [http://www.makeuseof.com/tag/4-open-

source-collection-manager-apps/]

b) Online apps to catalog your collection

iTrackMine[http://www.itrackmine.com/] - An online collection manager for tracking, trading, and

lending various items like movies, books, games, wine, and gadgets. You can add movies by scanning
barcodes, searching, importing from files, or from iTunes, CollectorZ, Delicious Library, etc.

GuruLib[http://www.gurulib.com/] - Accesses 530 public and university libraries around the world to

collect cataloging information about hard-to-find books, movies, games and software. Also lets you
know if the missing piece is available near your location. It is feature rich with provisions to add
DVD/Books using barcode images. Also, extends to social networking with a Facebook application,
iGoogle Module, RSS Feeds and Blog widgets.

DVD Corralhttp://www.dvdcorral.com/] - An online DVD cataloging service with a slick interface.

Export your preexisting catalog the online service in CSV, XML formats. Cataloging is free without
limits and it also lets you buy movies or view online from Amazon and Netflix.

DVDAficionaddhttp://www.dvdaf.com/] - Share, browse, and search your collection, get cheapest
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prices and do all this using your cellphone. DVD Aficionado is very handy for collecting DVDs and
finding bargains on DVDs.

DVDCratdhttp://www.dvdcrate.com/] — You can track your collection from multiple perspectives
using this online service. Figure out who your favorite actress really is or your most liked genre. Share

reviews of films you have watched or enter your wish list.

Further reading - 5 Ways to Catalog Your Movies Online [http://www.makeuseof.com/tag/5-ways-to-

catalog-your-movies-online/]

4.5 Spruce it up with wallpapers, posters and CD covers

Remember the wonder years, when the walls had more paper than paint. Chock-a-bloc with every
pretty face we could find. Now we plaster the computer screen. The magic of movie posters and
wallpapers never fades (Sharon Stone’s sultry eyes looking over Michael Douglas’ shoulder or
Christopher Reeves with billowing cape over the Earth!).

a) Wallpapers

| have listed just three as sample examples.

1 MovieWallpapers[http://www.moviewallpapers.net/]

1 Cinematic Wallpapethttp://www.cinematicwallpaper.com/]
T  AtoWW [http://www.atoww.com/]

Wallpaper and poster sites are dime a dozen; a Google search yields those many. Then there are also
still the official movie sites which bring out wallpapers as a promotional vehicle.

b) Online tools for creating CD covers and sleeves

This is a more niche requirement. Creating personalized DVD covers is just another facet of an
organized mind.

PaperCDCaggéttp://www.papercdcase.com/] has an interface which helps to create print ready PDF
files which can be folded to create CD cases. The cover can be designed to show information like

mailing information tracks and little graphics. Use a CD search engine to find out if anyone has
created a similar cover before.
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Artist sibek
Title |MakeUseOicom
Tracks 11
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Type CPaper & Jewel case

= paper cd case

basic advanced search mixes
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1617

See the paper case page at Liquid Mongoos¢g

] which

gives you the ability to find relevant album art and turn a fold-able piece of paper into a CD or DVD

case.

A similar site is CoverCreatof
cover maker to design your own CD/DVD covers or booklets and then print them out.

] which uses a Flash
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mikevscoi.com
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Templates
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Background Tools
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CDCoverghttp://www.cdcovers.cc/] claims to be the world’s largest archive of covers. Search from
a large quantity of music and movie covers, free of charge. You can either drag the image to their

cover printing software where it’s made ready to print or you can download the image to your
computer.

& COCOVERS.CC - W - v o G R tens - QY Coves - () Foms o JENTETN +
jech Title:  DVD / E.T. The Extra Terrestrial R2 / cd1
[ Size: 2750 x 2750 Other Parts:  [cd2] [Torrent] [Subtitle] [Trailer]
GD“SE Daka: Nav 28, 2008 Internet Explorer & Torrent
1 Thb . |.-'t.'. -
(Ssan) | | eses: 199010 o s e e
O Web ® Cdcovers.co Uploader: |3-1 = Ads by GoOgle

To save fight click on the covar balow and choose Save Picture As... Read this past for more nfa,

T

THE EXTRA- TERRISTRIAL

Sites You Should Visit

The Things | Do %mﬂkeuseo{&om


http://www.cdcovers.cc/

The Internet Guide for the Movie Addict

MakeUseOf.com Articles on Movies and Related Websites

Through this short guide we have merely played out the first few scenes. A lot of other relevant sites
and tools have missed a mention here and many continue to debut each day. Here at
MakeUseof.com, we are usually on the ball with our constant lookout for exciting websites, web apps
and freewares to write about. Over the past months, check out what’s all been said on movies and
media here...

T MakeUseOf " Mlotwi//evw.mAkeutebf.com@ags/movies/]

T Directory of ‘ Movi ptip//Siwnalsuseafnoth/didtpgprloiieg/lat i ons

And He Rode Into The Sunset...

Every good thing must come to an end. Thankfully with movies, there’s always a fresh one to look
forward too. We hope you have taken something from this little guide, something that will help you
find a great movie for the perfect two hours.

Let’s end with Humphrey Bogart famously misquoted line from Casablanca—at £ @ A G | 3L Ay I {
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keuseof.com

Visit MakeUseOf.com for daily posts on cool websites, free software and internet tips. If you enjoyed
this guide/manual then subscribe to MakeUseOf.com (via feed or email) and get instant access to

several other such guides and cheat sheets to your favorite programs.

-www.makeuseof.com (latest articles)

- www.makeuseof.com/dir/ (browser cool websites by category)

- www.makeuseof.com/most-popular/ (most popular articles)

- http://feedproxy.google.com/Makeuseof (feed)

- http://feedburner.google.com/fb/a/mailverify?uri=Makeuseof&loc=en US (subscribe via email)

Don’t miss out on our other cool manuals!

Qubscribe via email bRSS to dwnload!
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The Big Book of BitTorrent

(& makeuseol.com

An Idiot’s Guide to Photoshop

T
Sl

E— W -y
AT e 1 g heeed st o e e = et

PEEE S

T 4 o N AaCH ) s iy b il B e
o Lang s Tarec s S e 4 e

<35 Yog oy T Lt G
Tol O Cormery 21

: fg;ifﬁgaké:ﬁ?e of .com

.

hmakeuseok.com

How To Easlly Bulld Your Own Cheap Computer

N 3 st ey o U AT B oAl vy e el ® B g
. NG SR & ALHG S ST o T4 e § SRR

(& makeuseof.com

The Essential Gude To Buying A Laptop

oA v o Wt bt Y % At oy e i # B
Nhpe gt A -~ -~ o

& makeuseok.com

PSP Down- and Upgrading Guide

i

== ~
/

W Y S

51
| The Things | Do

[hmakeuseof.com



