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An Introduction to Photoblogging

What is photoblogging?

Put simply: a photoblog is a site where you can share your photography online.
Photoblogs are a means for photographers, both amateur and professional, to share
their photography, serving as a means of advertising, marketing, or simply a means

of displaying your art to an audience.

All of the methods that are listed in this manual

require very little, or in many cases

no, web design or technical knowledge at all. Rather than mess around with
Javascript or Flash solutions, there are far easier options available to easily put
together and maintain a photoblog, fully equipped with a us er-friendly content

management system.

We 6| | outline these systems | ater, but fo
for you to focus on what matters: your photos.

Tips for Photoblogging

The main emphasis on any photoblog should be the photog raphy. While an

aesthetically pleasing theme is always a plus, the focus should be on the
photography itself. Many photoblogs do away with any frills, and instead give most if

not all, of the screen real estate to the photographs.

Jeremy Cowar t 0isanmgexcellenbekamplejof that. A menu, logo and
categorized photos which you can scroll through make up the blog, ensuring that

the first thing you notice are the images.
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== Recent

There are certain stylistic methods you  can use to really take this tip to another level,
such as using a menu that appears when you hover the mouse over it and
disappears when not needed.
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Should you include information with each photograph?

There are certain items that you may want to include with your photography, but it
all comes back to how much you want to share. Some photographers like to share
the meta or EXIF data of their photo, showing others how they got these results.
Others might only want to share basics such as location, or the idea behind a
conceptual photograph. And others still might want to leave the viewer to take in
nothing more than the photo itself. You need to decide how much information you
want to share.

How often sho uld you update?

As a photographer, you want to make a striking first impression, displaying the variety

of your photography and your skills. You donoét w
and every photoshoot youbve ever donaboutA good ph
quality over quantity.

An ideal way to set up your photoblog is to divide it into clear and easily accessible
categories - product, fashion, street, landscape, portraiture, and so forth. That way a

viewer, or potential client, can go straight to t he style that is of interest to them.

Sophi e Thouven.i isaperfept example loflithe most direct way of

displaying the various styles, categories, or themes in your photography.

Do you need your own do main?

http://diptychal.com | Nancy Messieh
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If you are a professional photographer, the answer to this question is unequivocally

yes. As with any professional service, showing that you have invested time, money

and effort into presenting yourself to potential clients will ensure that you are taken
seriously. If youdre setting up a photoblog for
friends and family, a personal domain is not a must.

Do you want people to comment on your photos?

Another question you should ask yourself when setting up your pho toblog is whether
or not you want to receive comments. Is the aim of your photoblog to advertise and
market your photography, or are you looking for critique and hoping to improve?
Professional photoblogs tend not to allow comments.

Should you create a sl ideshow?

Some may argue that we have officially entered the Twitter era, where bite size

pieces of information are easier to consume. Peo
surprisingly small when it comes to the Internet
surprising. One interesting way to get peopleds atten

create a slideshow. Rather than wait for someone to scroll through the images, you
can automatically display as many images as you want, while the viewer just sits
back and watches. Br uno Mer ci er isagopdexampleof howa
slideshow can be used as a successful introduction to your work.

There are no wrong answers

At the end of the day, there is no wrong or right way to putting tog ether a
photoblog. As with any artistic endeavour, there is no limit to how you present your
work. Martin Kilmas gives us an interesting example of how putting the right photos
side by side are enough to create an attractive blog.
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How to create your photoblog

Self-Hosted : the best path

For an artist, the ideal way to create your own photoblog is to host it yourself,

allowing you complete control over its appearance. In addition, it will give you

much needed peace of mind as far as your work is concerned, giving you complete

control over your own copyright. Yaeeprintdnchedt have
Terms of Service, about exceeding storage quotas, or anything else.

In order to host your photoblog yourself, the first step will be to purchase a domain

name, and select a hosting plan. One of the most popular options for purchasing

both d omain names and hosting packages is GoDaddy . When it comes to choosing

your domain name, the most common option for photography portfolios is using

your real name as the domain name. | f youdd rath
stumped for ideas, you could always check out these 10 Unusual Domain Name

Search Tools to Find Hot Domains . If you would rather not pay for your hosting there

are a few options available for those looking for free hosting .

Once you hav e your hosting and domain name, the next step will be to decide

which platform you wish to use to create your ph
means or the ability to design your own photobl o
comprehensive list of some of the bestan  d easiest to use options available on the

web right now.

Self-Hosted Blogging Platforms

Wordpress is one of the most common blogging platforms, and with the variety of

both paid and free themes it is easy to transform your Wordpress blog into an

impressive photoblog . Wordpress is a good place for both professional and amateur
photographers to start with their photoblog. |If
create your own theme, there is no limit to the o ptions available, although if you

want to be taken seriously as a professional photographer, a unique theme is a must.

Some of the best portfolio themes have been highlighted by MakeUseOf in the past.

There are five very different options listed  here, as well as another 5 Wordpress 3.0
compatible portfolio themes here . Some of the best places to find free and paid

http://diptychal.com | Nancy Messieh
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portfolio themes are listed here . In addition to free themes, there are some great

plugins that make managing your photoblog using Word press much easier.
The advantage to using a platform | i ke Wordpress
feel right at home managing your photoblog, sinc

the Wordpress dashboard.

| personally have my photoblog set up on W ordpress for several reasons, including

ease of use and flexibility. As a writer, | need to be able to add more than just

photographs, and Wordpress gives me that option (unlike some other platforms

|l i sted here.) Wordpress i scoméerrebwittSEQarelat opti on i
driving traffic to your blog.

The backend of a Wordpress photoblog is no different from a standard blog, making
it easy to upload photos through the media manager, create galleries and much
more, as is explained in this MakeUseOf post .

Depending on your choice of theme, managing your photoblog using Wordpress
can vary. For the most part, you can use the standard media library, uploading
images directly from the Wordpress dashboard when adding a new post.

s Add New Post
Pubdish

atus: Oraft fdit
Upboad) lmgen A0 Visual
siblity: Public [dit

" Publish iemmmed ey Fdil

Categories

word count: §

Excesut

Send Trackbacks

Custom Fields
#dd New Cuitom Fleld:

Name value

Select

Discussion Featured Image

B Aitow comments.

Aushar

dpepchal 3

Some t hemes, such as the one that I dm usi ng, ma y
using a custom field. Be sure to read the documentation that comes with your
theme so that yo u can be sure that your photos are displayed correctly.
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Yet another way of managing your photos on Wordpress is to use a plugin. One of

the most popular pluginsis  Yet Another Photo  Blog, or YAPB. The plugin makes it easy
to upload and automatically resize images. Other features YAPB provides include
automatically assigning all photos to a specific category, and posting the photo the

date it was taken rather than the date of upload. This is particularly usefu | if you want
to use your Wordpress photo blog to keep a daily photo diary or start a 365 Project.

Writing These settings do alter the behaviour of the WordPress input mask for new articles.

Options E Check by default: Post date from image exif data if available.

&

|| Assign post exclusivly to category = Articles 3 if attaching an YAPE-image.

|| Enable YAPB-Imageupload for content pages

EXIF EXIF Tags don't get displayed by default: Have a look how to adapt your theme manually to show
Filtering them on your page.
Options

| Enable EXIF tags filtering

List only the following EXIF tags if available:

To benefit from YAPBOs f eat ugpexificupldacdfeatuner e t o

when adding a new post.

s Add New Post

YAPB Image

[ Choose File | Mo file chosen clear field

"F Post date from image exif data if available

Wor dpressd strengt h bdtweendhe vanety ofthemes and gluginsh a
you can probably find a way to achieve just about anything you want to with your
photoblog.

The following is an example of a portfolio created using a paid Wordpress theme.

:', http://diptychal.com | Nancy Messieh
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DlPTYC HAL % poet ¥ geek

Who | am Get in Touch

I Ive in Calro, where by day, | work at @ @ Subscribe 1o the of get the
pubiishing house, I'm 1/2 poet, 1/2 geek with a latest updates by

heavy dose of technojoy
il f e Drop me a line st nancy at diptychal dot

By night | write tech roviews and news for com
wille poetry, tweel sporadically on

just about as well as tweeting litthe

snippets of every now and then. | can

aiso be found on where | post photos

taken mostly in the streets of Cairo

Recent Works

Tumblr

Like Wordpress, Tumblr is another blogging platform which can be used with your

own hosting, and it offers both paid and free themes, and there are some great

portfolio options for photographers who are just getting started. Of course, you can
also choose to use Tumblr for free with a Tumblr domain.
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Whi | e Tu mb-éndi8 as silm@ecak it gets, making it easy for just about anyone

to create an impressive looking photoblog, using their service does have its

drawbacks.If youdre planning on driving traffic to you
and careful tagging of your photos, Tumblr is not the best option. Unfortunately,

Tumblrdéds Search Engine Optimization | eaves a | ot
off using a service like Wordpress if SEO is a priority.

Below is an example of a rather unique portfolio created using a free Tumblr theme.

»

R0 THOU
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sen, v'm cold = s
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A h0ss
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K o morkey L e
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be WP\Q‘:‘* A 558

Self-Hosted Portfolio Platforms

Alternatively, there are several portfolio platforms that serve as a great alternative to
tradit ional blogging platforms.

Pixelpost is an easy -to-use option for putting together a hosted Photoblog for free.
The open source platform is just as easy to use as Wordpress, from installing to
getting your photoblog up and running. While Pixelpost offers an ideal option for a

http://diptychal.com | Nancy Messieh
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gallery or photoblog, the variety of available themes is nowhere near the number

available for Wordpress. While easy to use, Pixelpost will require a bit of extra work on

your part as, unlike Wordpress, it does not automatically resize images for you once
theydre uploaded. Bellisnideethogonc’hkeposk iofutyoudr e
looking for an installation guide.

A langscape photobiog by uwe sischens

t's party!™ ~Robin Willams

SIGNS OF SPRING

© 2010 BY UWE ESCHENS + ALL RIGHTS RESERVED
BIRES 20 - POWERED 8Y PIXELPOST « HITS: 1848001 - VIEWS: 16486

Zenphoto

Zenphoto is a slick, free and most importantly very easy to use option for putting

together a self -hosted photoblog. With Zenphoto you can create albums, upload

your images, add title s and descriptions, and even crop your photos. Other

Zenphoto features include batch uploading, watermarking, and the automatic

sharing of EXIF data. As far as themes are concerned, like Pixelpost, the variety of

themes available are nowhere near as extens ive as Wordpress, but like we said,

sometimes a simple theme is preferable, letting all of the attention go to the

photography instead. Be sure to check out Ti md&depth postonZenphoto i f youdr e
looking for an installation guide.

http://diptychal.com | Nancy Messieh
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Maurits Irizarri van Suchtelen

Hosted Blogging Platforms

I f youdd rather not put any money directly

many free options available, but these should be considered a las t resort,
particularly if youdre | ooking to make
your photoblog as a means of advertising your service, having your own domain

a

name,anon -br anded site, as well as a design

photographers, are all essential. That
platforms like Wordpress.com , Blogger , Posterous or Tumblr are a good place to
start. Wordpress, Blogger and Tumblr have a decent variety of free themes, while
Posterous kee ps things minimalistic and simple, allowing viewers to focus on
photography instead.

Wordpress.com

With Wordpress.com , you are limited to the themes that are provided by the service.
That said, there are a few themes tha  t will do the trick. Some of the themes that are
available to install directly from within your Wordpress.com dashboard include
Monotone and Modularity Lite .

Below is an example of a portfolio created using a free Wordpress.com theme.

E:', http://diptychal.com | Nancy Messieh
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Just another WordPress site

By: Nog!

Apr 27 2010

Category: Uncategorized
Comments Off

% Blog ar WordPress.com. Theme: Monotone by Automattic. _
Blogger
Choosing between a free platform like Wordpress.com and Blogger comes down to

personal preference. The blogging features are similar, and using Blogger has the
added advantage of simply using your Google account to log in. Like Wordpress,

the advantage to using a service like Blogger is having an easy -to-use back -end
that you are most probably already familiar with.

The following is an example of a portfolio created using a free Blogger theme.

http://diptychal.com | Nancy Messieh
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ke

Tumblr

Unlike with the self -hosted Wordpress photoblogs versus Wordpress.com, there is no
difference between using Tumbl r as a photoblog with your own domain or with a
Tumblr sub-domain.

Posterous

The advantage to using  Posterous as a photoblog is that it gives you an easy way to
document your photos on the go. So, for example, if you wanted to started a

photoblog of images taken entirely using your Smartphone, Posterous would be the
easiest way to get the blog up and running. For an in -depth gu ide on how to get
started, check this post out . Posterous is another service you can also use with your
own domain name. If you need help get ting started on setting up your own domain
name, check out their  instructions .

Posterous recently added a new slideshow feature to their arsenal, allowing visitors
to view all your photos as a slidesh  ow, but visitors have to click on the slideshow link
on your page in order to activate it.

EE', http://diptychal.com | Nancy Messieh
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diptychal's posterous

shadow

Photo Sharing Services

Photo sharing services, while they might be easy to use and have the added bonus

of a community atmosphere, are probably the least popul ar option for creating a

photobl og. There are many cons to using a photo
branding will be unavoidable, which makes for a somewhat unprofessional

presentation, and most of these services, when used for free, do include an impo sed

limit on your uploading quota. If you are a prolific photographer with lots to share,
rather than pay for a pro account on a photo sha
paying for your own hosting.

When choosing a photosharing site, there are two main issues you should look out for
0 as mentioned before 8 make sure you know what limitations free accounts have,

MakeUseOf.com

http://diptychal.com | Nancy Messieh
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to be sure that the site will provide you with enough storage to share your photos.

The second point is to look at how the photos are displayed. FIickrds recent c¢h;
to its lightbox have made it slightly more appealing aesthetically. You have to make

sure that the layout and design provided by the site do your photos justice, as you

have no control over that and will be stuck with whatever they dish out.
Flickr
Flickr is undoubtedly the most popular and most well known photo -sharing options. If

you plan to use Flickr as your photoblog, the first thing you should bear in mind is that

with a free account, only yo  ur latest 200 images will be visible to viewers. This may

seem like a lot, but once you start to upload your images, and if you take

photographs on a regular basis, youdll reach you

Other limitations to using Flickr include a 300MB per  month limit on photos. The

advantage to using a service |ike Flickr is the
audience, and we have some tips on how to make sure you get noticed on Flickr . In

addition, if your photographs are varied, you can create separate sets for each kind

of photography you engage in, making it easy for viewers to go straight to the kind

of photos they want to see.

H Your photostream wow T BuaTrie &

s Favores

Alaa al Aswany Alaa al Aswany

Famgiy

talance

Biack and White

outside Caro

The Revolution Continues The Revolution Continues
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Another advantage to using such a popular service as Flickr is the amount of third

party apps and sites that have been built around it. These apps make it easier to
upload your photos and change the way they are displayed . They can even make it
easy to create slick looking portfolios using the photographs you post on Flickr.

Pullfolio is a simple and easy -to-use option to turn your Flickr gallery into the ultimate
portfolio for free.

Portfolio About Contact Blog

‘

© 2011 Portiolie

23hq

23hq is a solid alternative to Flickr. Free accounts are limited to uploading 30 photos
per month, while the rest of the features are similar from the ability to create albums,

to tag photos, and to receive comments from the 23hq community. Your photos

can be browsed by album, tag, or through a calendar.

I_ http://diptychal.com | Nancy Messieh
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23 Yourphotos v Send Contacts v Subscriptions Conversations Photogroups v Justin

diptych

Latest Albums Tags Stories Calendar Favorites About

Cairo ..

AL hoars A4 d o doo - | e
Click here to add a description to the albun

Yogile

Yogqile, covered by MakeUseOf in the past , has a simple, minimalist design that will
appeal to photographers who want nothing more than to display their art. That said,
Yogile is probably one of the most restrictive photo -sharing sites to use as a
photoblog as you are limited to 100MB per month. Yogile d oes set itself apart by
allowing multiple users to contribute to one photo album, making it a nice option for
collaborative efforts by photographers. You can set your album to be displayed with
small thumbnails, large thumbnails, or one photo per page.
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a Cairo +Add More Photos

a:: I B H % & e Page

Dsc07369

Dsc06229 odit

Others

The list of photo -sharing sites available is endless, and a few other services worth
looking into include  Fotolog , DeviantArt and Phlog. | f wiling t6 pag for a
photo -sharing service, Smugmug , is extremely popular amongst photographers as it
makes it easy not only to share your photographs, but also to sell prints through the
website.

Online Photo Magazines

There are several online and print photo magazines that provide free membership to
share and display your photographs on their websites. The obvious advantage to
using a service like this is the immediate possibility of having your photography
published in a print photography magazine. We would recommend using a service
like this alongside your main photoblog.

I_ http://diptychal.com | Nancy Messieh
| MakeUseOf.com

Page 22



http://fotolog.com/
http://deviantart.com/
http://phlog.net/
http://smugmug.com/

L_FI.._I mﬂkeuseﬂiccom Picture Perfect: Start Your Own Photoblog

Fotoblur

Fotoblur , reviewed by MakeUseOf in the past , limits free accounts to 1 photograph a
day. That said, the level of photography on the site is extremely impressive, and you

will find yourself in great company. Users can comment and add each others work

to their favorites , as well as follow each other. During the period when Fotoblur is
accepting submissions for their magazine, you can submit any photos you post on

the site to be considered, and voted on by the community.

fotoblur =

h Nancy Messieh

.....

T

Photo Stream (3 11 Photos 73 Favs

i Following

& Followers 13

¥ Promotions B1
“* Comments 87

Profile Views 165
Bio

172 poet 1/2 geek.

Groups

the revolution continues
1 16

JPGMag

JPGMag is another online and print magazine with an impressive online community

where you can share your photography, follow other photographers and receive

comments and favorites. JPGMagds submission proc
Fotobl ur éds, lidnao gpecificdhemses genigswe . sThe dominant advertising

on JPGMag really puts the site out of the running for using it as your main photoblog,
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but rather serves as a useful accompaniment to your personal site where you display
your work.

J PG PHOTOS + MAGAZINE + PEOPLE+ SIGNUP +
STORIES ~ THEMES ~ INFO ~
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Sign up or login to disappear this ad.
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Drive Traffic To Your Photoblog

Sites like JPGMag and Fotoblur can also serve as a good way to drive traffic to your
own photoblog. Aside from the obvious sharing of links on social media sites like
Twitter and Facebook , there are other ways you can drive traffic to your photoblog
and get noticed online.

Photo Friday is a great site with a weekly inspiration point, encouraging

photographers to take part by sharing their photo graphy. Submission is open to all,

and your submission consists of a direct link to the image you are submitting to any

given topic.

Cool Photo Blogs is a forum for photographers , but i tds not enough to |
photoblog and be added to the directory straight away. Your photoblog has to first

be approved by a moderator.

VXFYBIlogs is another easy way to get more exposure as a photographer , but it does

come at a smal l price. Regardless of what servic
photoblog, you will need to add a button or a link to VXFY on your site. To have your

photoblog added to the VXFY directory, it also has to go through a vetting pr ocess

that can take several weeks.

Get Inspired

While sites like Photo Friday are also useful for looking for inspiration for your photos,
there are other ways you can motivate yourself to take photos on a regular basis.

You can find all sorts of inspiration and ideas online , keeping an eye on what other
photographers are doing, or you can even start your own 365 Project. Committing to
taking one photo a day is a great way to practice new photography methods, to
push yourself beyond your comfort zone, and come up with some great results.

http://diptychal.com | Nancy Messieh
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Explore / Interestingness / Last 7 Days

Get more interesting photos from the last 7 days m

Oporto al rojo vivo! . a new day has amived.....
From JoseRamonGarciaG From BennehBoy From Zino2009

Demetrus Vintage - Explored Little Fighter Viatges LXVII (NY)
From Three D Photos From Surrealize From montsefernandez

Taking one photo a day without sharing it with
several ways you can share your Project 365 imag  es. You can start your own self -

hosted or hosted blog using any one of the methods above, you can create a Flickr

set, join a Flickr Group or create a 23hq album. There are als 0 several sites worth

taking a look at that are set up for just that purpose. These include 365 Project

Blipfoto, Photoblog, Momentile , Aminus3 and Shuttercal .
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blipfoto

Thursday 16 September 2010: everything leans slightly September 2010
to the left 1t 2 3 4
6 7 8 9 10 11
Sometimes it's very hard to find a straight line. Everything leans slightly to the left, 13 14 15 16 37 18
slightly to the right, drags down to the ground at odd angles. Everything heaves ‘20 21 22 23 24 2§

under the weight of months and years, under the weight of dust and elbows, But it 27 28 20 30
works, People make do, or don't care, or maybe don't even notice, used to living life,

atangles.

Edit: A couple of people have asked - the bottles are actually filled with perfume
That's another poem just waiting to happen....

I learned my lesson and copied this before hitting the preview button. Will be back
later today to catch up on commenting.

Starting a 365 Project is also a great method to motivate yourself to take

photographs on a daily basis. Evenifyou know you wondt be able to t
photograph every single day of the year, making that commitment serves as a great

way to keep yourself photographing as often as you possibly can.

There are other tips to keep in mind when it comes to taking photographs. First and
foremost, take a camera with you everywhere you

1'_ http://diptychal.com | Nancy Messieh
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about shooting that you want to keep a photobl og

shooting with an SLR. I f lugging around an SLR o
disc ount the idea of keeping a small point and shoot with you, or even using your
cell phone. The results that you can get with a decent cell phone camera are pretty
impressive, as can be seen on the iPhoneography only website, iPhonific. 1 f youdr e a
talented photographer, it doesndét matter what ki
say, the best camera is the one thatds with you.

I

v

Lonely Road App : Pro(amera for iPhone

.

The evening (s a great time to take photos. This Capture, control white balance and process this is
photo shot directly into the sun, despite being filled ProCamera

with glare I think demonstrates the power of the
little iPhone camera sensor. Shot with ProCamera
and enhanced with Camera+ to bring out the

colour it reflects a great end t0...

.

App : Swankolab

Process your images like you would (n a traditional

darkroom.

Summer is Over

http://diptychal.com | Nancy Messieh
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Keep an eye on what others are doing

I f youdre serious about your photography, youdll
doing. Following other photographers will keep you in the loop on the latest trends,

new techniques, and much more. With photography, as with many other things in

I i f e, fingyowselfin a constant learning process. Study the greats, while also

making use of the amazing wealth of photography available online. At MakeUseOf,

wedve already s howesa\e eltbtolg§ogsm giving you a great place to

start if youd6re not sure what youdre | ooking for

Conclusion

At the end of the day, there is no wrong or right way to put together a photoblog. It

al | comes down to what you feel is right. Once Yy
blog, it will make it easy to decide the best way to set it up. By putting that extra
effort into how your photeysursalfryet andthesspurcagfe d, y oudl

motivation to keep taking photos 0 posting them on your blog.
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[ makeuseof.com

Did you like this PDF Guide? Then why not visit MakeUseOf.com for daily posts on
cool websites, free software andi  nternet tips.

If you want more great guides like this, why not subscribe to MakeUseOf and receive
instant access to 20+ PDF Guides like this one covering wide range of topics.
Moreover, you will be able to download free Cheat Sheets , Free Giveaways and
other cool things.

Subscribe to MakeUseOf :  hitp://www.makeuseof.com/join
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Home: http://www.makeuseof.com

MakeUseOf Directory: http://www.makeuseof.com/dir

MakeUseOf Answers: http://www.makeuseof.com/answers

Geeky Fun: http://www.makeuseof.co  m/tech -fun

PDF Guides: http://www.makeuseof.com/pages/

Tech Deals: http://www.makeuseof.com/pages/hot -tech -deals

Follow MakeUseOf :

RSS Feed: http://feedproxy.google.com/Makeuseof
Newsletter: http://www.makeuseof.com/join
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Twitter: http://www.twitter.com/Makeuseof
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