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Bit Torrent downloads differ in many ways from traditional ftp or http based requests. For one, 
the download are not sequential, the client usually requesting the rarest bits first to ensure 
availability or otherwise downloading at random depending on the availability and speed of 
each peer.  

Many modern Bit Torrent clients include functionality that reduces the reliance on a 
centralized tracker. Although many, relatively redundant trackers are available on the net and 
it is highly unlikely that they will all cease to function at one time, PEX (Peer Exchange) and DHT 
(Distributed Hash Tables) can serve as a backup if the tracker performs slowly or is temporarily 
out of service. While a tracker-less environment will perform well (or faster) in a small group or 
local network, global reliance on PEX suffers from slower propagation rates. 

Torrent Client Applications  

These are the applications that can read the metadata and proceed with downloading the 
actual files you requested. 

There are many Bit Torrent applications available and choosing the best one might not be 
obvious even to the technical audience. We judge an application by many characteristics such 
as size, features, speed, reliability, security and user interface. 

Windows users will most likely end up using uTorrent [utorrent.com], a freeware closed source 
torrent client created by Bit Torrent, Inc. It is best known for its large feature set, simple yet 
rich user interface, stability and not least, for having one of the smallest resource footprint 
(<300KB executable). It is considered to be the most popular Bit Torrent client and has 
consistently received good press from tech media.  
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Linux and Mac users will certainly enjoy using Transmission [transmissionbt.com], an open 
source client also recognized for its usability and small resource footprint.  Jackson wrote an 
article that compares Transmission and uTorrent, which is available at [ makeuseof.com/tag/is-
utorrent-a-viable-option-for-transmission-mac-only/]. Wez Pyke, one of the MakeUseOf 
writers has an in-depth article about it available at [makeuseof.com/tag/transmission-the-
lightweight-bittorrent-client/].  
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Mac and Linux users will most likely use aMule [amule.org/], a solid client for eDonkey and Kad 
networks. 
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